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FINCA CORTESIN
ANDALUCIA, SPAIN

Marbella has grown up a little since it was a small town frequented
by in-the-know Sixties regulars such as Prince Rainier, Grace Kelly
and Jimmy Stewart. As the money rolled in, it became more Costa
del Oro than Sol - and for a certain clientele, where you stayed was
just as important a signifier as the Tesla model you had valet-parked
or the handbag you took to the pool. Finca Cortesin lies a little aloof
from all this, though, between Marbella and the superyachts of
Sotogrande, in the foothills of Sierra Bermeja. The labels aren’t
exactly high street, but they’re worn understatedly; | think of it less
as a place to see and be seen than a place simply to be. It’s the
epitome of an Andalucian country house, designed by the late
Duarte Pinto Coelho, with doors salvaged from a castle and oil
paintings and palatial antiques from around Spain, Portugal and
Morocco - though bright pops of colour and neon artworks in the
bedrooms and pretty fabric-covered walls prevent it from ever
getting too serious. And the team here, led by Rene Zimmer, make
you feel very much at home. There’s a real sense of intimacy despite
its size — technically it is a golf hotel (its greens are hosting the
women’s Solheim Cup tournament in 2023) but I'd never describe it
as one. Of the restaurants, El Jardin de Lutz is a favourite for its
authentic takes on Spanish classics, with the lawns and olive-filled
gardens just outside to walk in afterwards. It’s a happy place for me.
DM Doubles from about £470; fincacortesin.com

p

PHOTOGRAPHS: TEAGAN CUNNIFFE; DAN KULLBERG; STEVIE MANN; RHIANNON TAYLOR




