
BEST 
AUSSIE 

From coast to country and everywhere else*

Discover the No. 1 place 
you need to visit now!

Vintage rail BALLINA GLOWS UP Outdoor saunas  
SA ROAD TRIP Australia’s coolest wine region TOP END OP SHOPP ING

TOWNS
A

U
S

T
R

A
L

IA
N

 T
R

A
V

E
L

L
E

R
IS

S
U

E
 110

M
A

Y
 | J

U
N

E
 | J

U
L

Y
  2

0
2

6

WIN!
$20,000+

RE ADERS’ 
CHOICE 

GIVEAWAY 

IN TR AVEL 
PRIZES

+



CONTENTS
Issue 110 May – July

93

P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

Y
: 

R
H

IA
N

N
O

N
 T

A
Y

LO
R

100 BEST AUSSIE TOWNS
EMERGING 
Adventure & nature

WELLNESS 
Festival & events

COUNTRY 
Outback

FOOD & WINE 
Beach & coastal

HISTORY & HERITAGE 
Arts & culture
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Location: Le Gulch, Bicheno, Tas  
Credit: Rhiannon Taylor
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From coast to outback and everywhere in BETWEEN, our country is home to  
a vast array of vibrant COMMUNITIES waiting to be EXPLORED. 

BEST  AUSSIE 

TOWNS



Kalbarri, WA 
NANDA COUNTRY

“Epic cliffs and stunning gorges,” 
is how panellist Irene Jones describes 
the appeal of Kalbarri/Wurdimarlu. 
This Coral Coast town is on the map for its 
dramatic convergence of ocean and outback. 
New tourism infrastructure, including the 
spectacular Kalbarri Skywalk (completed 
2020) suspended over the Murchison 
River Gorge and an ongoing Foreshore 
Revitalisation Project, which will include 
the restoration of Nanda cultural site 
Gidamarra Spring, is securing Kalbarri as 
one of Australia’s premier tourism towns.

DON’T MISS: Wildflower season, from 
late winter through to spring. 

Bicheno, Tas 
PALAWA/TASMANIAN ABORIGINAL COUNTRY

Anyone who has ever driven Tasmania/Lutruwita’s 
east coast can attest to the magnetic pull of its natural 
beauty and relaxed seaside towns found en route. 
If you’ve stopped off in Bicheno in recent years, 
you’ll still find the little penguins on their nightly 
parade, the blowhole spouting, seafood served in 
abundance and prime whale-spotting – located as it is 
along the East Coast Whale Trail. “A Tasmanian hidden 
gem, very much worth the drive from either Hobart or 
Launceston,” says panellist Brett Godfrey of this old 
fishing port just north of the Freycinet Peninsula. But 
you’ll find it has a fresh buzz, too: making it worthy of 
its top spot on our list of 100 Best Aussie Towns to 
visit. From Waubs Harbour Distillery crafting whisky 
out of an old oyster hatchery to new wine bar Le Gulch 
(pictured right), set in an old fishing factory, a fresh 
batch of businesses is bottling its spirit. And Sea Stacks 
Bicheno (left) has just swung open its doors, bringing 
design-forward accommodation to town.

DON’T MISS: “I get hungry just thinking about this town,” 
says panellist Catriona Rowntree. “Head to Lobster Shack 
Tasmania and thank me later!”
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